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OGDEN GAS COMPANY.—An or-

FACTS ABOUT THE GAS TRUSY, 5558

The Consolidation Bill Violates the Con-
stitution at the Outset by Its
Faulty Title;

Violates the Constitution in Taking Away
the Right of a City to Grant
Franchises, and

Gives the Trust the Right to Charge Three

Dollars per

for Gas,

Provisions of the Ordinances Granting Fran
chises to Various Consolidated Companies
in This City.
One of Them Was Forfeited for Non;com-
pliance with Contract Back .

in 1

panles then In forve, the company
agreclug to charge a fixed maximum
price of 00 cents per 1,000 cuble feet
to general consumers and 75 cents to
the city, or $10 per annum for each
street Inmp consuming four cubice feet
petr hour, including the Inbor of light-
ing and extingulshing the same, the
city expressly reserving its require:
ments of this Inbor as a part of the con-
sideration for the ordinance; niso that
the company shinll pay the city not less
than 31 per cent. of its gross recelpts;
make a statement annually under onth
of Its gross recelpis to the Comptroller,
who shall have free access to Its books
at all times; submit its meters to In-
spection and quality of gas to test, as
prescribed; expend on its works nt least
£100,000 within twenty-four wmonths
from ncceptance of ordinnnce; manu-
facture and distribute five milllon feet
of gas every thirty days within three
years from date of acceptance; and the
ordinance prescribes as accepted that
the price to consnmers shall never ex-
ceed the rate preacribed by the ordin.
ance; that the company shall not
charge any person for service plpe, but
shall lay the same at Its own expense,
and the company agrees and did give

1,000 Feet

Some Interesting Information Which the City

Council Should Ca

Officials.

The tias Trust pald £250.000 Lo mein-
bers of the Fortleth General Assembly
of IMinols for a law under which I
conld rob the people to lts heart’s con-
tent,

But It overlooked a fow points that
even Lribery couldn’t cover up.

Sectlon 18 of Article 4 of the Constl-
tution of Illinols declares that no sub-
Ject not embraced in the title of a bill

Il For from Various

e rlghts and privileges should cease
| and be of no more effect and that this
| termination “shall not be required the
| Judgment or decree of any court:” that
| the price charged for gas should never
exceed the rate named In the ordinance
and that it would nelther sell nor
lease Its franchise or privileges and
woulldl not enter into any combination
with any gas company concerning fate

THE OHICAGO DNAOGLE.

ey

filet with the ordinances passed aml
franchise contracta mutually entered
inio by the clty and gas companles,
which latter galned valable rights
and privileges thereby, and whose du-
tles and obligations, ns well as the
rights of the city and of its citizens, are
thereln specified, reserved and pre-
seribed,

CAN RAISE THE PRICE. The IN-
FAMOUR “0A8 CONBOLIDATION"
ACT provides that after one year the
GAR TRUST may charge any rute
charged by any company with which
merger ot consolldation 1s made, as,
for Instance, with the PEOPLE'S GAS
LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY,
which ha=s a perpetual franchise from
the Btate and may charge ns much as
£2.55 per 1,000 cuble feet to the clty
and §1 per 1,000 feet to general con
sumers, thenceforth and forever,

SUPREMECOURT AGAINST
THEM. The Illinols Supreme Court
has held nmd declded that an ordinance
granting franchise privileges Iz a con-
tract by mutnal consent, and the rights
and privileges so granted are consider-
atlons In the same, and evasion or re-
pudintion of the splrit and letter of the
contract or any change therefrom un-
less by ‘consent constitutes a forfelture
of rights, aml, as It has always been
held a proposition In both Englislf and
Ameriean law that “ACTS conferring

lease, and shall not Iincrease the price
charged by It for gas of the quality
furnished to consumers during ANY
PART OF THE YEAR IMMEDIATE-
LY PRECEDING such purchase or
lease, or such CONSOLIDATION,” un:
der pennlty (section 12) of Liabllity IN
DAMAGES THEREFOR to the PER-
SON AGGRIEVED, and shall, for each
offense, forfelt two hundred dollars, In
an action for debt, In the name of the
people of the Btate of Illinols, or by
any person who may sue for the same,
and such company shall also be liable
to proceedings QUO WARRANTO for
violntlon of elther of sald provisions,
and If adjudged gullty the court may
give Judgment of ouster from its fran-
chise, UNLEES THE OOMPANY
SHALL OEASE AND DISCONTINUE
such violation, as and when determined
by the court,” thereby attempting In
the last paragraph to deatroy any re-
course by the city or by the people n»
to continuons Intermittent violations of
franchise restrictions and requirements
as to price, quality and Inspection of

gas,
A~

The Clty Councll should ask for the
following Information:

1. The Comptroller shold be directed
to report forthwith to the Council, at
its next regular meeting, what, If any,
recelpts have come to the cliy from
gas companlies under the provisions of
any of the gas ordinances; what, If
any, stract lnmps are belng supplled
: with gus by the Ogden Gas Company;
capacity of the plant, and’if sald com.
pany or any other is performing the
lnbor of lighting and extingulshing
sald lamps, and what, If any, contracts
have been let to gns companies for sup-
plying the city with gas, together with
the name, or nnmes, of sald company,
or companles, and the amount of which
sald contracts have been let, and hy
what authority. e

2, The Corporation Counsel and the
Comptroller should be lnstructed to re-
port forthwith to the Council whether,
In accordance with the provisions and
requirements of the resolution of Feb,
20, 1802, the franchise of the Economic
Gns Company was duly forfeited and
its ppes nud equipment recovered to
the city, and, whether any permit has
been Issued granting any othes com-
pany ithe use of sald plpes, and also
whether any measures have been taken
to recover to the clty its rights and In-
terest in the plpes and equipment of
other gas companles, which, by eva-
slon and Infractlon of thelr ordinance
and franchise contracts, have forfelted
sald franchise and thelr plant and
equipment to the clty, and what, If any,
measures have been tanken by the clty
to recover pennl sums on bonds flled
by any of the nbove named companies

MURRAY & (0.,

FLAGS.

Manufacturers ot

for All Purposes.

AWNINGS &wtsisnoee
SIONS seorrien.

and Water Proof.
mes of All lat!onn.

RUDOLPH HURT, "

Tailor and Hatter.

. 603 BLUE ISLAND AVE., CHICAGO.
(Bstween 18th and 10th Bts.)

. Uniforms of All Kinds a Specialty.

W. D. CURTIN & CO,,

Undertakers
Embalmers
and Livery..

148-180 Wells Street,

shall become a law, There are some l or price to be charged for gas nnd
subjects o the body of the Infamous | should give bond of $500,000 10 satisfy
gas-consolidation and frontage bill not | any damages to the city of Chicago or
embraced In the title, Hence the law |s | any consumer of its gas who should

ns surcty and guarantee for the per-

city and to gas consumers In general,
under the terms of any franchise

formance of thelr obligations to the |,

vold.

THI® LAW, known as the “GAB
CONBOLIDATION ACT,” empowered
all existing gas companles to consoll-
date with and merge lnto a single cor-
poration, “which shall be one of =ald
merging and comsolldation corpora-
tlons,” and inasmuch as this ACT, con-
veying purported authority, grants to
all then existing gas companies in the
elty of Chilcago certaln exclusive rights
and privileges, not contemplated by or
given them by any ordinance of the
Chieago Clty Councll, apd as the right
to lssue franchises and prescribe terms
for privileges granted thereby s ex-
pressly reserved to and held to be o
berent In the Clity Council by the State
Constitution of 1870, which provides
that the State Legislature shall not
grant and cannot convey rights and
privileges In the streets of cltles to cor-
porations or individuals, except by and
with the consent of the local authorl-
ties (meaning the City Councll), it is
unconstitutionnl on that palnt.

LET U'S LOOK AT SOME PERTI-
NENT FACTS relating to this polnt:
In ordinnnces passed by the Chlcago
City Councll, prior to the passage of
the “Gas Consolidation Act,” and un-
der and by virtue and exlstence of
such ordinances, certaln bonds, con-
tracts, privileges and obligations were
assumed by ceraln gas companies, In
return for franchises granting them
provisional rights in the use nnd occu-
pancy of the streets, always subject,
bhowever, to the reservations held In
sald ordinanees for the benefit and pro-
tection of the people comprising the
wuplelpality of Chicago, the Intent and
object of which provisions Is apparent
and well known, and !n such ordi-
pances it 18 expressly stated, reserved
and provided, to wit:

1. CONSUMERS' GAS, PUEL AND
LIGHT COMPANY.—A perpetual fran-
chise passed April 28, 1882, granting
the corporation the right to the use
and occupancy of the streets, In return
for which the corporation agread und
bound {tself by bond and varlous pen-
altles, to lay all feeders and service
plpes at the tlme of laying maln plpes,
withont subsequent disturbapee of the
surface or pavemoents: to extend s

main pipes, when ordersd by a major- |

Ity of the Clty Council, In any block,
one-half of which shall be Improved by
buildings: that the corporation should
not extend Its plpes beyond the olty,
or allow any counections 1o be made
with 1ts pipes to supply gas to any con-
sumers outslde of the clrty:  that It
should not charge more than 25 cents
per foor for service plpes. nor charge
genernl consumers of gas wore than
$1.75 per 1,000 cuble feet, giving con:
sumers of more than 100,000 cubie feet
per year o rebate of 25 cents per 1,000
cubie feet; that sald company should
be subiject to all exlsting general or-
dinances concerning gas; that the chty
should have the right 1o Inspect meters
and that the gas supplled should be of
the unlforin average of 14 sperm ean-
dles, bhurning 120 gralns per hour In a
Bfoot burner; that the
rights and  privileges provislonally
granted should be forfelted unless with-
In threc years from date of acceptance
of the ordlpance It had erected and
bad in operation works nod malns suf-

L Selent 1o distribute ten milllon euble
+ feet of

gns every thirty days, sald
works to cost not less than $500,000
that If sald company should directly or
indirectly sell, lease or transfer Its |
franchise and privileges to any other |
£A8 company or companies, or cease to |
manufacture and furnish gas for a
of more than ten consecutive |

days; or If It should fail or refuse to | the city shall have the right to pur-
extend Ita maln pipes when tequested | chase the piadt entire at an appraised
@ &0 8o by a majority oy ¥e Couneil, | value at the md of Ofty years,

company’s |

suffer through violatlon of any obil
gations, or conditions of the ordinance,
the liabllity not to be limited by the
{ amount of the penalty of sald bond. ; g
| .

2. EQUITABLE GAS LIGHT AND

which any of sald companles throngh
evaslon or noucompliance with all the
terms and requirements of sald fran-
chise have forfelted.

3. The city gas inspector should be

FUEL COMPANY.,—An ordinance
granting a perpetual franchise, pnssed
| Aug, 10, 1885, authorizing the company
| to construct, operate and malntaln
| works, lay mains and service pipes,

the company

more than 20 cents per foot for service
| pipes; to charge not more than $1.70
| per 1,000 cuble feet for gas, with a re-
{ bate of 20 cents per 1,000 feot to nll
| users who consumed over 100,000 cuble
| feet per annum; “any attempt to col-
lect a greater rate would work a for-
felture of all rights and privileges;"
that meters and qualliy of gas shall be
subject to inspection and tests; that
maing should be extended upon de-
mand by two-thirds vote of the Coun-
¢ll In any block three-fourths of which
shall be Improved by bullding: that
the company should expend $100,000
within the first twelve months and lay
malns and distribute within three years
gng to the extent of Ten Million feet
every thirty days; that If sald company
shall at ang time enter into any cow-
bination disectly or indirectly, with any
gas company or companies, concerning
rate or price for gas, or shall directly
or Indirectly sell, or transfer its rights
nnd privileges, all its rights and privi-
leges under Ita franchise, without any
jndgment or decree of any court, shall
fully cense and terminate absolutely,
and the company was required before
the ordinance became operative to give
a boud of $100,000 as surety to the city
or any consumer of Its gas for any dam-
age they might sustaln by reason of any
fallure of the company to perform any
or single of the obligations Imposed hy
Its charter, sald bond not to be se¢ up
as Lhe limit of llabllity,

UNIVERSAL GAS COMPANY.—An
ordinance for a Afty-year franchise,
passed by the Council July 23, 1804,
which provided expressly that the com-
pany should not charge general con-
| sumers to exceed §1 per 1,000 cuble
| feet, and that upon this charge the
Universal should pay the clty 10 per
| cent, of lts gross recelpts, and If, or

bond of $100,000 as surety that all the
provisions of the ordinance shall be
falthrully carried out, under unlimited
liability for damages, and that at the
expiration of the life of the ordinance
the city shnll have the right of fran-
chise nt an agreed appraised value,

CHICAGO ECONOMIC FUEL GAR
COMPANY.—An ordinance passed
July 31, 1801, conveying & franchise for
fitty years for the supply of both man-
ufactured and natural gas, upon the
same general provisions and require-
ments governing the other companies,
especlully the provision of Section 12,
which provides that In case the sanld
company should at any time in any
manuer enter lnto a combination di-
rectly or indirectly with any other gas
company, ita ovddnance and privileges
shonld become null and vold and all
rigts revert to the city without refer-
ence to any court or legal appeal. The
company agreed to charge for illumi-
nating gas $1.10 per 1,000 cuble feet,
with 10 cents reduction per 1,000 feet
for prompt payment, and 60 cents per
1,000 for natural and fuel gas, with
10 cents reduction for prompt payment;
agreelng and contracting also to pay
the city 3 per cent, on grows recelpts
from llluminating gas and 6 per cent,
on gross receipts from sale of natural
or manufactured fuel gas, and to fur-
nish gas to the city for §17.00 per street
lamp post per year,

ON THE 20TH DAY OF PFEBRU-
ARY, 1802, a preamble and resolution
was passed by the City Councll, re-
pealing the nbove Chleago Economie
Fuel Gas Company ordinance, and
declaring all pipes and connections in
the streets of the clty to be city proper-
ty, in accordance with the provisions
of the ordinance regarding forfelture,
and upon the ground that a majority of
the stock of sald company had passed
into the hands of the Gas Trust

THE OGDEN, It 18 now currently
reported, and there are grounds for b
lef, that the Ogden Gas Company has
entered upon a coptract with the Gas
Trust agreelng not to extend its plant
or pipes any further for a period of
three years,

ALL EVADE THE LAW. All of the
aliove companles and corporations
have evaded the plain letter and legal
requirements of thelr franchises und
by the terms of sald franchlses have
forfelted every right and privilege con-
tracted for with the city and conveyed
provislonally by ordinance,

VIOLATE FRANCHISES, It ls pro-
vided In an ACT regulating the condi-
dons for the grantng of rights  and
privileges for Hghting and heating pur-
poses by eltles, also passed by the late
JOTH ASSEMBLY, mat no gas com-
pauy in futore shall be granted privi
leges of building or extenslon of mains
and plpes, except they seeure petitlons
slgned by owners of more than one-
half the frontage of each mile and frac.
tlon of a wlle of any street er alley.
which requirement 18 deslgned to pro-
teet the merge companies o thelr llle-
gol evaslon of contract obligations,
apd prevents any competition, through
the organization and operntion of new
companles, now and forever In the fu-
ture, and sald ACT Is directly In con-

| when, the company should reduce the
price to 90 cents or less, the company
should be relensed from paying the
city any percentage. This company
was required to expend $100,000 upon
Its works und mains within twelve
months, and within three years to have
a plaut capable of supplying to con-
sumers ten million feet of gas every
thirty days; the company was required
1o deposit §100,000 In cash with the
City Comptroller and give bonds of
£100,000 additional for falthful compli-
ance with all provisions of the ordin-
ance; ngree that the rate pamed
should never be exceeded; that the
company would wpot enter Into any
combination with any other gas com-
pany; amd that Its lability for any
darage resulting to the elty or consuim-
ers for nny damnge resulting to the
elty or consumers for apvy lufraction
of the provisions of it franchise would
not Lie limited by Its bond; all upon
the express condition that the com-
puuy should not sell, lease, transfer I8
privileges or enter lnto any combloa-
tlon as to price with apy other trust
or corporation, and the company spe-
cifleally agrees that for any violation
of Its obligations to the clty or consum-
ers, Ita plant, mabipery, tools and ap-
pliances shall revert and belong to the
eltg, without lnterventlon or proceas of
law; and It Is expressly provided that

MR. LOUIS LUKES,

The Popular 8iock Exchange Restaurant Man,
!l’fﬂ'llll to l’h.r“ ot | e = ——— e ———————— L5

fustructed to report forthwith, direct
to the Council, what, If any, tests have
been made durlng the past yeas of the
power and llluminating quality of gas,
as required by the various gas ordin-
ances, provisionally granting street
and other privileges to gas compunles,
and If such required tests have been
made, to state for what company, or
companiea sald gns wnn Inspected. ex-
amived and tested, and where and by
what process sald gns was manufac-
tured.

4. The Comptroller, the Corporation
Counsel, the Clity Gas Inspector and
the Commlissloner of Publle Works
shonld be severally lustructed to re-
port forthwith to the Councll, In what,
If any, respect any of the gas compan-
lea granted ordinances and franchises
by this Council have violated sald or-
dinances and have hereby become lla-
ble to forfelture of thelr franchise
rights and privileges back to the cly.

5. The Corporation Counsel should be
directed to communicate with the At-
torney General of the Btate and to re-
quest his co-operation and support In
the innuguration on behalf of the city
of Chlengo of proceedings In QUO
WARRANTO, for the purpose of dis-
covering the present condition and ays-
tem of operation and responsibllity un-
der thelr ordinances and franchises of
the various gas companies and the con-
solidation of these compaules known s
the GAS TRUST, which are operating
under the provislonal ordinances nnd
franchises granted them by the Coun-
cll, with the view of determining In n
court of lnst resort whether the sald
companies, or the sald GAS TRUST
are legally fulfilling their dutles and
obligationa to the city and its citizsens,

special privileges upon or granting pub-
lie property to private Individuals or
corporations are construed strictly
against the grantees and In favor of
the Btate” or the munielpality,

MENACE TO ALL. Bection D of
the (AS CONBOLIDATION ACT
|18 rotronctive, and provides that
“uny corporation purchasing or leas-
Ing (he property of any other com-
pany shall be subject to and perform
for each of the companies 80 entering
Into sald agreement the legal OBLIGA-
TIONS now resting upon each of them
respectively under their charters and
ordinances” * * * “in the same man-
ner and to the same extent as If the
companies had remalned individual and
distinet,” and, providing, however,
“that nothing In this act shall be con-
strued as extingulshing said companies
entering into the agreement or agree-
ments mentioned, or annulling or im-
palving any of thelr respectlve fran-
chises, licenses or privileges, but that
they shall severally be regarded as still
stibsisting, so far as thelr continuance
for the purpose of upholding any right,
title or Interest, power, privilege or Im-
munity ever exercised or enjoyed by
any of them, may be necessary for the
protection of thelr reapective creditors
or mortgagees, or any of them"—and
RECTION 10, of the ACT, which is a
violation of the letter of the Constitu-
tion, In that is attempts to supersede
the rights expressly vested In the City
Councll by the Constitution, In relation
to grant privileges In the streets of the
clty, and would destroy the vested
rights and property Interests of the
clty and labilities and obligations to
the city and its cltigens assumed by
the gns companles, under thelr ordl-
nances and franchise contracts, by pro-
viding that “the purchase and sale or
lense, or consolidation and merger,
shall not be held or construed as a ylo-
latlon of the provision of any ordinance
or bond given thereunder,” thereby en-
deavoring to protect the evasive and
dishonest gas companies at the ex-
pense of the legal and equitable rights
of the clty and Its cltizens,

READ AND PONDER, This sawme
CONBOLIDATION AQT, In BECTION
10, provides that “ir mse the property
sold, or leased, or aequlred through
consolidation or merger, ls subject to
morignge OR OTHER LIEN, such
morigage or other llen shall be and re-
maln a llen npon ALL PROPERTY
#0  sold, purchased, leased or AC-
QUIRED, o0 that the same shall be
linble for and respond (to the payment)
of such mortgage or other lien exist-
ing at the time of such sale or lense,"
and “Any corporation purchasing or
leasing the real cstate and personal
property of any othier company or com-
panies * * * ghall PAY AND DIS-

In nlmost every city and town of the
country, young men In soldler dress are
lonfing nbout the streets, Golng out
amid the plaudita of thely townsmen,
und greeted on thelr return as heroes,
many of them continue to pose on the
reputation of thelr past, There can be
wo greater mistake.

The praise that spurs thee on

And higher lifts thy quest

Heaven send thee! Better noone

Than in It thou shonldst rest,

VALUABLE INFORMATION.

Location of Chicago Depots and the
Various Roads which Leav®
Each Station.

DEARBORN STATION—Dearbess & Polk Stz
Atchison, Topeka aud Banta Fe,
Chicago and Eustern Illigols,
Chicago and: Grand Trunk.
Chicago and Erie,

Monon Route,
Wabash,

(URAND CENTRAL—Marvisen 8¢, & FI'th Ave.
Chicago and Northern Pacifie,
Chicago und Great Westera,
Wisconsin Central,

Baltimore and Oblo.

UNION DEPOT—Cass! & Adams Birests.
Chicago, Milwaukee and Bt, Paul,
Chicago, Burlington and Quiney,
Pennsylvania Lines.

CHARGE all debts and LIABILITIES| Chicago and Alton. $
of ench of the companies, * * * and| FPan Handle,
nctlons may be brought and maintain. | CENTRAL STATION—12th & Park Rew,

ed and recovery lind therefore agalnst
the company so purchasing or leaslng,
or against such consolldated corpora-
tion," nudin BECTION 11 it Is provided
that the consolldated corporation, or

C., C,, C. and Bt. Louis (Big 4 Noute).
Chicago and West Michigan.
Michigan Central.

llinols Central,

ROCK ISLAND DEPOT—Vie Dorem B4 & Pocifle Ave.

(1AS TRUBT, “shall furnish ga8 10 €00-| Ohicass Tk Taocs on Fraspern.
sumers o8 good In quality as It fur-| N, ¥.0. &8t L. Plate).

nishedsprevipns to such purchase or Gcse0 & NORTAWRSTERN--Kissds & Wells St

e P . N e,
e ?

oOFFICOKE®:

176 Grand Avenue,
Tolepheone Nerth 880. Tolophene Maln 8864,

LIVERY: 148 and 1560 Wells Stroet.

OfMioes Open Day and INighw

831 and 333 Webster Ave.

JOHN ADANK,

Livery, Boarding,

—RAND =z

SALE STABLES.

(Tel. North 848.)

Telephone North 188,

CHAS. BURMEISTER,

UNDERTAKER!

303 Larrabee Street,
CHICAGO, ILL.

R. K. SLOAN.

Livery and
Undertaking.

J. CORNISH.

SLOAN & CORNISH,

(‘! ',4 » \‘ r‘ﬁ'ﬂ\“ :'r)g.\"_

2821 and 2823 Archer Ave., Chicago.
Telephone Yards 780,

Hearses, Carriages and Buggies. Orders Promptly

Attended to Day and Night.

Telepnone

E. MUELHOEFER & BRO.

UNDERTAKERS.

112 and 114 elybouﬂi Avenue,

Northdll. -
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